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EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY

EAST AFRICAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY URGING THE COUNCIL
OF MINISTERS AND PARTNER STATES TO ENHANCE UTILIZATION AND
ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, RELIABLE, SUSTAINABLE AND MODERN
RENEWABLE ENERGY IN THE COMMUNITY

(Moved under Articles 49(2d), 59(1), 101 (1), and (2) (a), (b), (f), 121(a) and 122
of the Treaty and Rule 26 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly)

WHEREAS under Articles 101 of the Treaty, the Partner States undertook to adopt
policies and mechanisms to promote the efficient exploitation, development, joint
research and utilization of various energy resources available within the region and
to promote the utilization of new and renewable energy sources;

AND WHEREAS the cooperation of the Partner States in energy is supported by
the commitment of the Partner States to supply affordable energy to the people of
the Community while recognising the protection of the environment as provided for
by Chapter nineteen of the Treaty;

RECALLING the aspiration of the Community as expressed in the EAC Vision
2050, to ensure sustainable, adequate, affordable, competitive, secure and
reliable supply of energy to meet regional needs at the least cost, while protecting
and conserving the environment in line with the Sustainable Development Goals;

MINDFUL that the 6" EAC Development Strategy 2021/22 to 2025/26 includes
access to clean energy as one of the Strategic Development objectives of the
Community for the next 5 years;

NOTING WITH PRIDE that the Community is endowed with vast amounts of
renewable energy resources including significant wind and solar energy, organic
waste from sisal production, sawdust from lumber mills and by-products from tea
and coffee which can be harnessed for generation of renewable energy throughout
the Community;



GRATEFUL to the Council of Ministers for establishing the East African Centre of
Excellence for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (EACREEE) with the
overriding objective of contributing towards increased access to modern,
affordable and reliable energy services, energy security and mitigation of negative
externalities of the energy system, local pollution and emissions by creating an
enabling environment for renewable energy and energy efficiency markets and
investments;

AWARE that the EAC Secretariat and the East African Centre of Excellence for
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency are committed to developing and
implementing a coherent regional Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
(RE&EE) Policy Framework for the Community and facilitate its implementation at
national levels by developing and executing regional programs and projects with
other Partners and mobilizing funding, creating synergies with ongoing Community
programs and operate as key entry point for the implementation of international
funding to mitigate climate change in the Energy sector;

CONCERNED that biomass, including charcoal, wood and crop residues, biofuels
or waste, remains the dominant cooking and heating fuel in the Community with
alarming figures of over 75% of renewable energy as a percentage of final energy
consumption in 5 of the Partner States with the exception of South Sudan which
has a low percentage of 30%;

FURTHER CONCERNED that the heavy reliance on these traditional solid fuels
such as wood and charcoal, especially for household cooking and heating
particularly affects women and girls especially those who live in rural areas where
they devote substantial portion of their working time and energy to maintenance of
tasks of the family such as collecting firewood and cooking, cleaning of utensils
blackened by soot that are considered domestic tasks and which reduce the
capacity of women and girls to be productive in other areas;

CONSCIOUS that Article 121 of the Treaty recognises the significant contribution
of women in socio-economic development and that it is impossible to implement
effective programmes for the economic and social development of the Community
without the full participation of women;

RECOGNISING that the sustainable development of the Community requires
concerted efforts and creative solutions by the public and private sector and the
essential role of the private sector as a provider of capital and driver of innovation;

RECALLING the resolution of the 138" Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
of March 2018 relating to renewable energy, among others, to engage the Private
Sector in implementing the Sustainable Development Goals, especially on
renewable energy;



CONVINCED that it is necessary and urgent for the Community to harness the
vast potential and resources on renewable energy existing abundantly within the
Community and to reduce the heavy reliance on traditional solid fuels such as
wood and charcoal, especially for household cooking and heating and its adverse
and disproportionate effects on women and girls;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY AS FOLLOWS: -

THAT in accordance with Article 49(2) (d) of the Treaty, the Assembly urges the
Council of Ministers and the Partner States to:

(a) promote the utilization of the abundant renewable energy resources of the
Community;

(b) enhance access to affordable and efficient renewable energy by women
and girls especially those living in rural areas to support households and
rural electrification.

(c) engage and facilitate the Private Sector through Public-Private Partnerships
in the exploitation and supply of modern, sustainable energy solutions for
the Community;

(d) enhance the economic empowerment of women by engaging them in
existing renewable energy income generating projects;

(e) direct the Secretary General to explore and enhance engagement with the
Development Partners to increase and source support programs that boost
household energy access, eliminate the time and health burdens of cooking
by introducing improved and modern sustainable technologies.
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Moved by: HON. FRANCOISE UWUMUKIZA

Seconded by: HON. ENG. MNYAA HABIB MOHAMED



