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A Resolution with Responsibility

The adoption of the Agroecology Motion by the East African Legislative Assembly is a
significant achievement for the region. Yet history reminds us that resolutions alone do not
transform lives. Their true value lies in how they are implemented, financed, and sustained.

For millions of East Africans—smallholder farmers, pastoralists, women, and youth—the
promise of agroecology must translate into tangible improvements in livelihoods, nutrition,
and resilience.

Why Implementation Must Be People-Centered

Agroecology succeeds when it is rooted in local realities. East Africa’s agricultural landscape is
diverse, shaped by distinct ecosystems, cultures, and livelihoods. A one-size-fits-all approach
will not work.

Effective implementation must therefore:

Build on indigenous knowledge systems

Support farmer-led experimentation and innovation

Strengthen local extension services and peer learning

Ensure women and youth are decision-makers, not beneficiaries

When communities are empowered, agroecology becomes a tool for dignity and self-reliance.

Financing the Transition

One of the greatest risks to agroecology is underinvestment. While the costs of inaction—soil
degradation, food crises, climate vulnerability—continue to rise, sustainable farming often
remains underfunded.



The Agroecology Motion calls for:

e Dedicated budget allocations at national and regional levels
e Public investment in research, training, and infrastructure
e Incentives that favor sustainable practices over harmful inputs

Financing agroecology is not an expense; it is an investment in long-term food security and
economic stability.

Aligning Policies Across Sectors

Agroecology cannot thrive in isolation. Its success depends on coherent policies across
agriculture, trade, environment, health, education, and climate.

Regional coordination is essential to:

e Harmonize standards and regulations
e Facilitate cross-border learning and trade in agroecological products
e Integrate agroecology into climate adaptation and nutrition strategies

The East African Community provides a vital platform for such alignment.

Accountability and Parliamentary Oversight

Parliaments have a responsibility to ensure that commitments are honored. As legislators, we
must track progress, demand transparency, and amplify citizens’ voices.

This includes:

e Monitoring national domestication of the motion
e Assessing budgetary commitments
e Engaging civil society and farmer organizations in oversight

Accountability is not adversarial; it is essential to effective governance.

A Shared Journey Toward Resilience

Agroecology is not a quick fix. It is a journey that requires patience, learning, and collaboration.
But it is a journey worth taking—one that restores ecosystems, strengthens communities, and
builds resilience for future generations.



East Africa has taken an important step by recognizing agroecology at the regional
parliamentary level. The task before us now is to ensure that this recognition becomes
meaningful change on the ground.

Conclusion: Turning Vision into Action

The Agroecology Motion represents hope, responsibility, and opportunity. Its success will
depend on collective action—by governments, parliaments, farmers, researchers, civil society,
and development partners.

From resolution to reality, agroecology must become a lived experience for the people of East
Africa. Only then will this historic commitment fulfill its promise.
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